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; ..".; . By SETH KUPFERBERG and RICIIARD H.P. SIA

- Daniel Ellsberg 'S2 told an. offthe-—. rumors, the Prcstdent hnd no ndv.ﬂnce
“record Nieman fellows’meetmg Monday knowlcdge of any specific plan for a’
that William E. Colby, director of the coup.’ :
Central Intelligence Agency, has-  Elisherg said Colby told hxm he was'
,acknowledged that he "knew of the 1m-. aware of and agreed with the polmcal‘
“minence of”'-the Septomber 1973. Chxlean ' decision”—presumably made by then’

"1 ve. never .done ‘anything off t}ze

record—except  that;"” DANIEL.
ELLSBERG .°52 (above) “said last
night, while he and 150 Qt}zer\ people.
picketed an off-the-record ‘meeting
featuring CIA director WILL IAM E,
COLB Y (“’}‘iﬁ :

(

o

- gm'xhtary coup,

, Ellsberg also quotcd Colby as saymg
that ““a political deécision, was ‘made not to’
inform” the Popular Unity govermnent of
Salvador Allende Gossens.

Colby's remarks came in the course of al

. conversation during a conference of former:
LCIA ‘agents, povernmient officials - anq

: joumahsts on the CIA and covert actions.
The Center for National Security Studies:
sponsored "the Washmgton conference,,
whxcn was held this September 13 and 14,

- Ellsberg made public his talk with’ the
Nxemans yesterday, denouncmg "Colby 5

" offsthe-record mecting with' Niemans last:

night and describing such briefings—in_
which journalists agree not to publish what'
they learn—as *“‘a method of plugging
newsmen into the government bureaucracy
‘and making them part of it.” -
‘A Senate subcommittee learned last

summer of CIA fundmg of opposmon to

Allende’s government,’ bagmnmg in 1970,
The New York -Times- reported two days
.after. the coup that. “seniot American
officials” ucknowledged havmg advance
word of it. .

“But .the Tmes rcports drd
specifically cite CIA foreknowledge of
Allende's overthrow, And -White House
and State Department ofhcmls contended
that reports of the coup did’ not reach -

responsible officials until ‘after it bugan.

They implied that the reports were not
taken senous!y because ‘rumors of a coup
had: been ‘current throughout 1973.

“There -'was " absolutely no way of

knowing beforehand that on any of these
dates, mcludmg the September 11 date, a
coup’ attempt would: be made,” Paul J.

Hare; "a State Department spokesman, .

said on September 14, 1973,

. -*The administration had been receiving
rumors’ of unrest in the Chilean military
for more than one year,” Gerald L.

Warren, White House spokcsman, told
rcportcrs that week. “Asjde, from these

_national security adviser Henry A.!
Kissinger "50 or then president Richard M. ;
.Nixon—not to alert Allende to, the im-’»
- pending ilitary revolt, :
*Isaid, ‘Did you know the plans for this;
coup just before it happened,”’ Ellsbergf
told the Niemans. “*Colby did not appear,
to be mincing any words about how much
they knew. A political decision was made;

not to tell Allende what we knew—now, |
there would be no political decision if what |
we knew was what we read in UPL'™

James C. Thomson Jr., curator of the
Nieman Fellowships, released a* tape of
Ellsberg’s talk with the Niemans )esterday
afternoon, nfter Ellsberg said his remarks .
should bé on the public record.

Ellsberg also said he would not have |
agreed to meet with the Niemans if he had !
rcahzed his appearance would .help,?

Ieg|t1m|ze" Colby s. l
Ellsberg quoted Colby as saying that he
would have “preferred” that the Popular
Unity eandidate for president of Chile lose |
“the election scheduled for 1976. .
But Ellsberg said there was an “uf-

* mistakable inference” that the CIA
“preferred’” this coup to happen than not

to happen—and indeed Colby made that
.very clear during the day, that he preferied <
the current regime to-the past regime.”
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